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before a military commission."    And he therefore asks that a military commission be ordered for their trial.
From an examination of the papers submitted to the Commander of the Fifth Military District, it does not appear that there is any indisposition or unwillingness on the part of the local civil tribunals to take jurisdiction of, and to try the prisoners in question; and a suggestion made by the Governor that it is not probable the prisoners can be kept in confinement long enough to be tried by the civil courts (and which is apparently based on the fact that Uvalde County is a frontier county, and does not contain more than a hundred voters), seems to be the only foundation on which the request for the creation of a military commission is based. This, in the opinion of the Commanding General, is not sufficient to justify him in the exercise of the extraordinary power vested in him by law u to organize military commissions or tribunals" for the trial of persons charged with ** offences against the laws of a State.
It is true that the third section of "An act to provide for the more efficient government of the Rebel States," makes it the duty of the commanders of military districts " to punish, or cause to be punished, all disturbers of the public peace and criminals ;" but the same section also declares that " to that end he may allow local civil tribunals to take jurisdiction of, and to try offenders." The further power given to him in the same section, "when in his judgment it may be necessary for the trial of offenders," to organize military commissions for that purpose, is an extraordinary power, and from its very nature should be exercised for the trial of of Hinders ' against the laws of a State only in the extraordinary event that the local civil tribunals are unwilling or unable to enforce the laws against crime.
At this time the country is in a state of profound peace. The State Government of Texas, organized in subordinationnding by Mrs, Surratt in her terrible ordeal. I my*the purpose of said trial and attendance
